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the top, advance along, descending down again on the other
side. But there are now few traces of its former grandeur.
The river which was formerly called the Orontes [Nahr el
Asi] runs close by it, and over it there is a bridge of five arches.
One may see, by what remains, that the high roads have been
paved in former times.
August the 2d, we got on horseback early this morning,
being resolved to reach Scanderoon by night. But we had
not proceeded above two miles before we met with two horse-
men on full gallop who were going to Antioch; they advised
us to turn back, because a village about three miles farther on
the road had been plundered by the mountaineers the pre-
ceding night. This put us to a stand for some time, but at
length, considering the vessels we were going to might be
gone if we delayed our journey, I was resolved to proceed.
However, we took a by road over some steep hills, and by that
means escaped the danger; about three in the afternoon we
arrived at Balain, where being informed the vessel was not
yet ready to sail, I took up my lodging at our Proconsul's.
The travelling between Aleppo and Balain [Beilan] is
much more pleasant than on any road I had hitherto met with.
The people in all the villages are extremely civil and obliging,
particularly to Europeans. There are some barren and stony
places, but generally the country is manured and planted with
a great number of fruit trees. The road often lies through
gardens full of olive and fig trees, so that all the provision you
need to carry with you is a little wine. Between Martaban and
Antioch you pass over a steep chain of mountains, as also
between Antioch and Scanderoon, which is the worst part of
our journey. At the place where you lodge the charge will
generally amount to a piaster.
Balain is a village about ten miles from Scanderoon, seated
among very high mountains; it is built on the sides of these,
which give it a very romantick appearance, because at a dis-
tance the houses seem to stand one upon another. When you
come into it you will find the foundation of some of the houses
as high and upon a level with the tops of those before it. It is
very agreeably situated where there is a cool air and fine water,